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the western roads which takes its course through the lateral Botley
gap to Swiriford Bridge and Eynsham. Of the exits from Oxford, it
is only towards the north that it is possible to leave without crossing
the damp alluvial bottoms, and even in this direction the roads must
traverse an old alluvial channel of the Cherwell. The Woodstock
and Banbury Roads both run northwards along the gravel terrace
(see Fig. 4), and are never flooded. The western exit, the Botley
Road, crosses the alluvium at its widest part, and has to negotiate the
many channels of the braided Thames by a number of bridges—the
Seven Bridges Road. This route is a comparatively recent one, as
the original bridges, built in 1540, were only wide enough for one
vehicle to cross at a time. The coach roads to Faringdon and Witney
were not made until 1760-70, and the bridges between Oxford and
Botley were widened at the same time. Wytham Hill is separated
from Cumnor Hurst and Boars Hill by a cross-valley, in which the
highest point is only 30 feet above the level of the Thames. This gap
was utilized when the two important roads to Faringdon and Witney
were constructed. The southern exit over Folly Bridge crosses the
alluvium by passing from one gravel patch to another (see Fig. 4),
and then finds its way up to Boars Hill and so to Abingdon. The
Folly Bridge was built by the first Norman governor, but the ford
which it probably replaced was not the 'ford' of 'Oxford3. An
ancient route crossed the four branches of the Thames between
Castle Mill and North Hinksey by means of four fords, and it has
been suggested that one of these was the original ford from which
the city gets its name.1 The eastern entry to Oxford from London
by way of Magdalen Bridge has always been the most important of
the roads that come into the city. Here, at the eastern end of the
bridge, the three main roads from Headington, Cowley, and Iffley
unite before they cross the river. Magdalen Bridge is situated at the
place where the river gravels on either side of the river approach one.
another most closely (see Fig. 4). The main road to London origi-
nally ran over the top of Shotover Hill, but the newer coaching road
took the lower gradients that were offered by a course through
Headington.
The roads of the Survey Area as a whole are remarkable in that
they do not follow the river valleys. No road is found along the
banks of either the upper Thames or the Cherwell, as the valleys are
liable to flood. Just outside the Area it will be noticed that the main
road from Oxford to Cheltenham runs on the plateau above the
Windrush, while the road from Oxford to Banbury is also on the
1 H. Salter, 'The Ford of Oxford', Antiquity, ii (1928), pp. 458-60.

